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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner’s amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Robert Kestenbaum on July 14, 2004. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

In the specification, on page 1, the following sentence has been inserted on the first line 

I beneath the title: 




A 


U S. Patent Application 09/068,278 is the entry into national stage for PCT/EP97/05216 
filed on 23 September 1997, which is a continuation-in-part of PCT/EP96/04790, filed on 
4 November 1996. 


In the specification, page 42, the paragraph that was added before the last paragraph in 

the amendment filed September 54, 2001 (Amendment “D”) that reads: 

Fig. 33 shows various tools, including cutting tools, severing tools, clamping tools, 
marking apparatus, and grinders. More specifically, Fig. 33 shows a frame of a cutting 
station holding a pair of cutters (203, 204) and cutting knives (201, 202). Rollers (205, 
206) mark the cable (207) as it passes through the cutting station. Grinders (208, 209) are 
positioned following the frame of the cutting station. 

has been deleted. 

The claims have been amended as follows: 


T 


" (Amended). The apparatus as claimed in claim ^ [comprising: 
yi ) a pair of tool supports (1,2) for holding at least two tools (3) in pairs, and] wherein the 

positioners include a tool support feed (5) for lateral positioning of [at least one of] said [at least 
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two] tools (3a, b, c, d) above [a] the [first] transport path (100) [along which a cable (107) whose 
insulation is to be stripped can be inserted and transported in its feed direction, whereas the axis 
of said cable is parallel to said first transport path], wherein said tool support feed (5) is formed 
A for a controlled lateral drive for controlled sideward movement of at least one of said [pair] 

upper and lower [of] tool supports (1, 2) to any desired position within a working range laterally 

f 

with respect to said [first] transport path ( 1 00). ^ 

Amended). The apparatus as claimed in claim wherein said tools have upper and 
lower positions, the positioners each comprising a separate and independent tool support feed 
(5a, b) coordinated with [each] a respective tool support (1, 2) so that said upper and lower 
positions of said [at least two] tools (3) can be combined, wherein said combination is achieved 
by independent motors (16a, 16b) for said independent tool support feeds. 

5^ Amended). The apparatus as claimed in claim wherein said [pair of] upper and 
lower tool supports (lb, 2b, lc, 2c) are held on a common support part (8) and can be displaced 
together with said common support part (8). 

y ^ 

•\^ (Amended) . The apparatus as claimed in clairn^C wherein said tool supports (1,2) 
have, in a lateral direction, a plurality of positionable holders for holding said [at least two] 
plurality of tools (3), said [at least two] tools (3) being selectable as required from a group of 
cable-processing tools. ^ 

X, ^(Amended). The apparatus according to claim ^zfwherein said group of cable- 
processing tools consists of at least one of cutting tools [7] or severing tools[ , clamping - tool ^ 


In claim 44, / line \, “said pair of’ has been changed to -said upper and lower- 
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» 

/ / 

In claijp 44, line 3, “first” has been deleted. 



’ * 


a 




Claimjk^ Amended). The apparatus as claimed in claimjj^ wherein said [at least two] 
plurality of tools (3) are arranged in pairs and comprise at least two pairs of blades. 


as 


In claim 49/line / 2, “first” has been deleted. 

Non-elected claims 5?f-7/have been canceled. 

. / 

In claim 75, line 4, “first” has been deleted. 

In claim 76, line 4 , -at least one— has been inserted prior to “blade”. 

/ S' 

In claim 76; lineyf, “second” has been changed to — at least one--. 


9— \ J/f (Amended) . The process as claimed in claim the apparatus further comprising at 
least one [of] clamping and centering apparatus (A, B; 1 1 1, C, 1 12; 013) that comprises jaws 
which lie in a plane perpendicular to said transport path, each of said jaws [have] having a 
retaining surface, which retaining surfaces are approximately perpendicular to a radial plane with 
the cable (107) and are formed in such a way that fully closing of said clamping and centering 
jaws (A, B; 1 1 1; C, 1 12; 013) is possible. 


*.i ' \ 


^(Amended). The 


r 


apparatus as claimed in claim 134, wherein [a] the cutting apparatus 
comprises at least two blade jaws (030) which lie in a plane, each having a cutting edge, which 
cutting edges are formed at least approximately parallel to one tangential plane of a cable (107) 
and can be fully closed and can be advanced to give different initial contact points on a cable 
sheath, depending on cable diameter. 




7^(. Amended). The apparatus as claimed in claim ^4, wherein said second processing 


station, and at least one centering and clamping apparatus (A, B; 1 1 1 , C; 1 12, 013) are in a form 
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of an automatic processing module (057) which is [removable] removably mounted on a 
continuous cable processing machine (058). *j\ 


/ ^ \ jjjh (Amended). The apparatus as claimed in claim wherein said module (057) is 

connected to a frame of said continuous cable processing machine (058) by a hinge (059) so that 
said [machine] module can be swiveled out of an axial working position to a position inclined 
relative thereto. 

- — 

In claim 81, line 3, “second” has been changed to —at (east one—. 

9^ ^(Amended). The apparatus as claimed in claim ^wherein, for controlling movement 
of said at least one rotatable blade (030) [on said second rotatable blade] across said [first] 

^ ^ transport path (100), displaceable rods (060) are provided which have, in a region of a plurality 
of blade holders (015), wedge surfaces (016) which cooperate with diametrically opposite 
formations of said blade holder (0 1 5), said rods (060) coming into contact at another end with a 
wedge strap (018) which is displaceable along said [first] transport path (100) by non-rotatable 
actuators (061). 


Non-elected claim 83 /< ha s been canceled. _ 

\^> Amended). The apparatus as claimed in claim^^ wherein at least one of an upper 
// \y^) ^ a ' ower r °l' er (m). continuous belts (1 12) or a pair of rollers, a pair of continuous belts, 
respectively, and upper and lower tools holders (1) are each displaceable transversely with 
respect to said [first] transport path (100), relative to an opposite part in each case, so that a 

twisting procedure can be performed on a cable (107) lying in between. ,, • /" 

1 In claim S^line^f^at least two” has been changed to --plurality—. / 

Non-elected claim 86 has been canceled. 


71 


X 
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Claim 88 has been amended as follows: - 


A (Amended). A continuous cable insulation stripping apparatus with a transport path 
along which a cable may be transported, wherein said transport path is parallel to the longitudinal 
axis of a cable to be transported along said transport path, comprising 
[at least one tool,] 

at least [one] an upper and a lower tool support, 
a plurality of stripping tools on each tool support 

and [a] positioners that independently relatively positions] the [at least one] tool supports 

- N 

in a direction that is both p erpendicular to a working direction of the [at' least one] tools and 
perpendicular to [a] the parallel transport path wherein said positioners positions] said [at least 
one] upper and lower tool supports to more than two positions. 


In claim 8971ine 2, “first” has been deleted. 

/S' / 

Non-elected claims 91-99 have been canceled. 


(Amended). The apparatus according to claim wherein in addition to said more 
than t wo positions for said [at least one] upper and lower tool supports* a displaceability of one 
or more transporters (A, B; 1 12, C, 113) is available which permits displacement of at least one 
of said cable (107) and at least one cable end (107a, b) from a first transport path (100) to at least 
a second transport path (102, 103), and wherein a processing station (16, 17) is available along 
said second transport path (102, 1 03) . 

U Claim 101 has been amended as follows:! - Q 

/ ^ J! 

101 (Amended). The apparatus according to claim [jOu, wherein said processing station 




comprises at least one transport or processing station (16, 17), selected from the group consisting 


7 ^ 
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of an insulation stripping station, [ a sawing station ^] a cutting station, [ a twisting station, a 
Jy, rj shaping station, a crimping station, a sold e ring stati o n ;] a cable processing station and a 

4 


manipulator. 

Amended). The apparatus according to claim wherein at least one of the one or 
more transporters (A, B; 4; C, 112, 113) is guided in a linear guide (110) transversely to said first 


transport path (100) and can be moved by a drive apparatus (111,114). 


Y 


\o6 (Amended). The apparatus as claimed in claim Ij GX$, wherein transport drives are 

i 

^ located on both sides of said processing station (E, F, G, 1 1 5) [and a common control (200) also 
controls said blade station (E, F, G, 115)]. 


In claim 106, ''line 2^-one or more— has been inserted prior to “transporters”. 
In claim lO^fline one or more- has been inserted prior to “transporters”. 
In claim 1 Online 3^“ support” has been changed to -supports-. 

In claim 1 Online 4/^-at least one- has been inserted prior to “blade”. 

In claim 1 Online 5/Second” has been changed to -at least one—. 

L < 


Id claim 1 10, lines 2-3, “a clamping and centering” has been changed to -foie at least one 


< 3 ^ 


clamping and centering—. 


In claim 1 iyfi ines ^3, and closest to said second blade” has been deleted. 

Non-elected claim 1 lShas been canceled. 

/ / 

Non-elected claim 1 19 has been canceled. 


J-L V 




(Amended). The apparatus as claimed in claim 39, further comprising a computer 


that controls said sideward movement of said [at least one of said pair of] tool supports. 


73 



Non-elected claims 1 2#- UfThave been canceled 

^ Claim 13 flias been canceled. 

'c Amended) . The apparatus as claimed in claim [comprising: 

a pair of tool supports (1,2) for holding at least two tools in pairs, and] wherein the 
positioners include a tool support feed (5) for lateral positioning of [at least one of] said [at least 
two] tools (3 a, b, c, d) above [a first] the transport path (100) [along which a cable (107) whose 
insulation is to be stripped can be inserted and transported in its feed direction, whereas the axis 
of said cable is parallel to said first transport path], wherein said tool support feed (5) is formed 
for a controlled lateral drive for controlled sideward movement of at least one of said [pair of] 
u pper and lower tool supports (1 , 2) to any desired position within a working range laterally with 
respect to said [first] transport path (100), further comprising a first and a second processing 
station wherein the second processing station has a rotatable blade whose axis of rotation is 
parallel to said [first] transport path, wherein at least one of said processing station s includes [. 


7«f 
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and] at least one centering and clamping apparatus (A, B; 111, C; 1 12, 013) [are] and is in a form 

of an automatic processing module (057) which is removably mounted on a continuous cable 

processing machine (058) by a hinge (059) so that said at least one processing station [machine] 

in that is inclined relative thereto. 

. 

^8, [comprising: 

a pair of tool supports (1,2) for holding at least two tools in pairs, and] wherein the 
positioners include a tool support feed (5) for lateral positioning of [at least one of] said [at least 
two] tools (3 a, b, c, d) above [a first] the transport path (100) [along which a cable (107) whose 
insulation is to be stripped can be inserted and transported in its feed direction, whereas the axis 
of said cable is parallel to said first transport path], wherein said tool support feed (5) is formed 
for a controlled lateral drive for controlled sideward movement of at least one of said [pair of] 
u pper and lower tool supports (1, 2) to any desired position within a working range laterally with 
respect to said [first] transport path (100), further comprising a first and a second processing 
station wherein the second processing station has a rotatable blade whose axis of rotation is 
parallel to said [first] transport path, wherein a cutting apparatus comprises at least two blade 
jaws (030) which lie in a plane, each having a cutting edge, which cutting edges are formed at 
least approximately parallel to one tangential plane of a cable (107) and can be fully closed and 
can be advanced to give different initial contact points on a cable sheath, depending on cable 
diameter, wherein, for controlling movement of said rotatable blade (030) [on said second 
rotatable blade] across said [first] transport path (100), displaceable rods (060) are provided 
which have, in a region of a plurality of blade holders (015), wedge surfaces (016) which 
cooperate with diametrically opposite formations of said blade holder (015), said rods (060) 


can be swiveled out of an axial working position to a positii 

/f 



136 (Amended). The apparatus as claimed in claim 
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40 


coming into contact at another end with a wedge strap (018) which is displaceable along said 
[first] transport path ( 1 00) by non-rotatable actuators (061). 

Claim ^/(Amended). The apparatus as claimed in claim ^ further comprising a first 
and a second processing station wherein the second processing station has a cutting apparatus 
including at least one rotatable blade whose axis of rotation is parallel to said [first] transport 
path. 


3. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: JP-9-46844-A 
(Tomoji) and Applicant’s Admitted Prior Art (hereinafter AAPA) regarding the CS 9100 on 
pages 1-2 of the present specification are representative of the closest prior art of record to the 
present invention as set forth in independent claim 88. 

Regarding Tomoji, it is noted that Tomoji has a publication date of 2/14/1997. It is also 
noted that on September 22, 2003, Applicant submitted a certified translation of Swiss 
Application 2329/36, filed 9/23/1996, and thus the Tomoji reference is not available as prior art. 

Regarding AAPA, it is noted that AAPA teaches an apparatus having pairs of knives that 
are laterally offset with respect to the cable feed axis, which pairs are adjacent to one another, 
and are capable of being laterally displaced via an upper and a lower common knife holder being 
displaced by a pneumatic drive in such a way that a cable fed into the apparatus along the axis 
could be' cut into or cut through by either one or the other knife. For this purpose (cutting), 
AAPA also teaches that the knives are displaceable in a working direction relative to one 
another. 

However, AAPA does not teach “positioners that independently relatively position the 
tool supports in a direction that is both perpendicular to a working direction of the tools and 
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perpendicular to the parallel transport path wherein said positioners position said upper and 
lower tool supports to more than two positions” as set forth in independent claim 88, i.e., AAPA 
does not teach that the upper and lower knife holders are “independently” relatively moved in 
both of the directions claimed. 

Additionally, there is no combinable teaching in the prior art of record that would 
reasonably motivate one having ordinary skill in the art to so modify the teachings of AAPA, and 
thus, for at least this reasoning, AAPA does not render obvious the present invention as set forth 
in independent claim 88. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance.” 

Priority 

4. Throughout the prosecution of this case, Applicant has been attempting to get priority all 

the way back to the 1995 filing date of Swiss application 3235/95. 

However, in order to get the chain to go back to 1995, Applicant is going to have to file a 
U S. continuation under 35 USC 120 to the 371 (09/068278), which sets forth at the time of 
filing the entire chain of priority (stating that the new case is a CON of 09/068278, filed 
7/9/1998, which is a 371 of PCT/EP97/05216, filed 9/23/97, which claims priority under 35 USC 
1 19 to Swiss application 2329/36, filed 9/23/96, and which (PCT/EP97/05216) is a CIP of 
PCT/EP96/04790, filed 1 1/4/1996, which (PCT/EP96/04790) claims priority under 35 USC 1 19 
to Swiss application 3235/95, filed 1 1/6/1995.) 
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The reason for this is that the priority claim in a 37 1 application has to be made in 
accordance with the PCT rules. In the '97 PCT case (PCT/EP/05216), and thus the present 371, 
the benefit claim to the 1995 Swiss application could NOT have been properly made because it 
was filed more than a year prior to the date of the '97 PCT (see PCT Rule 4. 10, and particularly 
section (a)(i) thereof, which states: 

(a) Any declaration referred to in Article 8(1) (“priority claim”) may claim the 
priority of one or more earlier applications filed either in or for any country party 
to the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property or in or for any 
Member of the World Trade Organization that is not party to that Convention. 
Any priority claim shall, subject to Rule 26 bis. 1 , be made in the request; it shall 
consist of a statement to the effect that the priority of an earlier application is 
claimed and shall indicate: 

(i) the date on which the earlier application was filed, being a date 
falling within the period of 12 months preceding the international 
filing date;... 


Note that under PCT rules, there is nothing precluding the use of a chain of applications 
to get back to a particular date, but the chain can still only go back a year. Thus, since the '97 
PCT could not have properly made a benefit claim to the '95 Swiss application, the 371 cannot 
properly make a benefit claim to the '95 Swiss Application. However, in a US case filed under 
35 USC 1 1 1, the priority rules do not prohibit the chain of priority from going back more than a 
year, so long as all of the necessary priority conditions are met. 

Thus, to properly get the benefit of the '95 application, the above chain of priority should 
be asserted at the time of filing in a continuing application filed under 35 USC 1 1 1 claiming 
benefit under 35 USC 120 to the present 371 application (09/068278). 
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Oath/Declaration 

5. The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is required. See 
MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration filed on September 22, 2003 is defective because: 

1) It was not signed by all inventors and 

2) it improperly sets forth a benefit claim to Swiss application 3235/95 under 35 USC 
1 19, which, as described in detail above, the present application is not entitled to do. 

6. Applicant is now required to submit a substitute declaration or oath to correct the 
deficiencies set forth above. The substitute oath or declaration must be filed within the THREE 
MONTH shortened statutory period set for reply in the “Notice of Allowability” (PTO-37). 
Extensions of time may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136. Failure to 
timely file the substitute declaration (or oath) will result in ABANDONMENT of the 
application. The transmittal letter accompanying the declaration (or oath) should indicate the 
date of the “Notice of Allowance” (PTOL-85) and the application number in the upper right hand 
comer. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erica E Cadugan whose telephone number is (703) 308-6395. 

The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Andrea L. Wellington can be reached on (703) 308-2159. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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